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Lenny Dykstra indicted on fraud, obstruction of justice 
charges [Updated] 

Former baseball star Lenny Dykstra was indicted by a federal grand jury Friday on charges including 

bankruptcy fraud and obstruction of justice, for allegedly sneaking away more than $400,000 in 

property that should have gone to his creditors, then lying about it under oath. 

Dykstra, 48, a former Mets and Phillies outfielder known to his fans by the nickname “Nails,” is 

accused of stealing, hiding and destroying items such as chandeliers, artwork, sconces and sports 

memorabilia about himself from his $18-million Ventura County mansion, according to the 

indictment. 

He later filed declarations under oath and lied in bankruptcy court about having received money from 

selling off the items, the indictment alleged. 

Dykstra’s attorney, Mark Werksman, did not immediately respond to a request for comment. 

[Updated, 4:53 p.m.: Dykstra’s attorney, Mark Werksman, accused the government late Friday of 

“using an indictment to punish a debtor,” and said the criminal charges were “heavy-handed and 

overbearing.” 

(9)May 6, 2011 |  4:03 pm 
 

 

 

 

L.A. Times on Facebook

You need to be logged into 

Facebook to see your friends' 

recommendations

Arnold Schwarzenegger, Maria 

Shriver announce separation

3,216 people shared this. 

Boehner demands trillions in cuts 

in exchange for debt vote

234 people shared this. 

Login

About L.A. Now 

L.A. Now is the Los Angeles Times’ breaking news 
section for Southern California. It is produced by 
more than 80 reporters and editors in The Times’ 
Metro section, reporting from the paper’s 
downtown Los Angeles headquarters as well as 
bureaus in Costa Mesa, Long Beach, San Diego, 
San Francisco, Sacramento, Riverside, Ventura 
and West Los Angeles. 

Have a story tip for L.A. Now? 

Please send to newstips@latimes.com  

Can I call someone with news? 

Yes. The city desk number is (213) 237-7847. 

Meet the L.A. Now team »  

LOCAL

LOCAL U.S. WORLD BUSINESS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT HEALTH LIVING TRAVEL OPINION SHOP

L.A. NOW POLITICS CRIME EDUCATION O.C. WESTSIDE NEIGHBORHOODS ENVIRONMENT OBITUARIES FINDLOCAL

Weekly Ad 

Search Submit Query

66KLike   

(79)(20)

 66KLike   

advert i sement

 

The Asian secret to strong, lush hair 

 

New scientific discovery fuels muscle building 

 

Page 1 of 6Lenny Dykstra indicted on fraud, obstruction of justice charges [Updated] | L.A. NOW | L...

5/9/2011http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2011/05/lenny-dykstra-indicted-on-fraud-obstruction...



“This is payback by the U.S. government to Lenny Dykstra’s resistance to the trustee’s dismantling of 

his property and assets in the bankruptcy,” Werksman said. “When all the facts come out, we’ll show 

that Mr. Dykstra acted in good faith and behaved properly.” 

Dykstra is free on $150,000 bond and staying in Murietta, Werksman said.] 

PHOTOS: Lenny Dykstra 

If convicted of all 13 counts in the indictment, Dykstra could face a maximum of 80 years in prison, 

according to the U.S. attorney’s office. 

Dykstra, who fashioned himself as a financial guru and entrepreneur after retiring from his baseball 

career, filed for bankruptcy protection in July 2009 when business ventures started failing and debt 

began piling up. He was soon pushed into court-ordered liquidation by his creditors. 

Bankruptcy trustee Peter C. Anderson called Dykstra’s alleged crimes “an egregious abuse of the 

bankruptcy system,” and said they would “not be tolerated,” according to a statement released by 

prosecutors. Dykstra’s bankruptcy case remains pending. 
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 --Victoria Kim 

Photo: Lenny Dykstra in 2008. Credit: Frank Franklin II/AP 
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